POLAND AT THE DEATH OF BOLESLAW JIT,
but lightly grafted on a pagan stock. The zealous efforts
of subsequent reformers to root out remaining traces of
paganism in Poland were responsible, unfortunately, for
the destruction of many interesting documents which
might illuminate die social and religious conditions of
early Poland. As against die loss of all copies of national
songs and sagas, however, the clergy must be credited
with the first attempts to create a literature in Poland.
The earliest recorded Polish chronicle, for instance, was
written by Gallus, chaplain to Boleslaw the Wry-
mouthed.
In the economic life of the country the influence of
the clergy was rapidly felt. They introduced new and
superior methods in agriculture. Their considerable
properties in land, granted by the King, created a new
class of peasants, subject only to the dutch. National
and individual customs were refined by the introduction
of Christianity and the influx of gentle-mannered and
scholarly priests from Italy and France. The common
religion helped still furdier to bind the separate tribes
into a national body. The influence of the Church on
the lives and conditions of the people was strengthened
by the many religious orders who, at the King's invita-
tion and under his protection, permanently settled in die
country.
Although the main occupation of the country in diesc
early stages of Polish history was agriculture, towns soon
sprang into being in the neighbourhood of royal castles
and garrisons. Their inhabitants were generally liable
to military service, but in the rimes of peace devoted
themselves to trade and barter. In such towns, markets
were established for the sale of foreign commodities,
which provided the King with a new object of taxation
and a fruitful source of revenue. Valuable silks and
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